London.
[A.r>.
He said, he never much liked that class of people ; " For, Sir, (said he,) they have lost the civility of tradesmen, without acquiring the manners of gentlemen '."
'Johnson was much attached to London: he observed, that a man stored his mind better there, than any where else ; and that in remote situations a man's body might be feasted, but his mind ' was starved, and his faculties apt to degenerate, from waivt of exercise and competition. No place, (he said,) cured a man's vanity or arrogance so well as London ; for as no man was either great or good/^ se, but as compared with others not so good or great, he was sure to find in the metropolis many his equals, and some his superiours. He observed, that a man in London was in less danger of falling in love indiscreetly, than any where else ; for there the difficulty of deciding between the conflicting pretensions of a vast variety of objects, kept him safe. He told me, tliat he had frequently been offered country preferment, if he would consent to take orders 3 ; but he could not leave the improved society of the capital, or consent to exchange the exhilarating joys and splendid decorations of publick life, for the obscurity, insipidity, and uniformity of remote situations.
' Speaking of Mr. Harte 3, Canon of Windsor, and writer of The History of Gitstavus Adolphus, he much commended liim. as a scholar, and a man of the most companionable talents he la ad ever known. He said, the defects in his history proceeded not from imbecility, but from foppery.
' He loved, he said, the old black letter books ; they were rich in matter, though their style was inelegant ; wonderfully so, considering how conversant the writers were with the best models of antiquity.
' Burton's Anatomy of Melancholy, he said, was the only book that ever took him out of bed two hours sooner than he wished to rise.
'He frequently exhorted me to set about writing a History of Ireland, and archly remarked, there had been some good Irish
1 Perhaps it was this class of people which is described in. the following passage : — ' It was never against people of coarse life that his contempt was expressed, while poverty of sentiment in men who considered themselves to be company for the parlour, as he called, it, was what he would not bear.' Piozzi's Anec. 215.
3 See ante, i. 370, for one such offer.
3 See ante, i. 188, note i, and post, March 30, 1781.
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